principal of her school gave as the cause of her backwardness He thought it unwise to place her in a special class as he said that she was behind her grade in only one subject.
In height Deborah is below the mean for a girl of 12 and her weight is only the mean for a girl of 11 years; her head girth is the mean for a child of 8. She is the oldest of five living children. Both the father and mother drank, and in the few months before Deborah's birth, the man was out of work and the mother did not have proper food. There was nothing unusual about her birth or childhood. For three months the mother gave her "Mother's Comfort." They then refused to sell it at the store, saying that it contained a drug.
The mother said that she walked, talked, and cut her teeth as soon as the other children, but she could not give the dates. She showed a photograph of a plump little girl of about three years to prove that Deborah was a healthy child, although she said she recognized now that she was different from the other children, and she thought that her own drinking and lack of food during pregnancy, or the medicine which she gave to her might have caused it. The only differences that she could describe were absent-mindedness and inability to learn arithmetic. An old gentleman, a friend of the family, would teach her numbers at night and in the morning she had forgotten them. She was proud of Deborah's ability to read and she said that she read her Bible a great deal and loved to go to Church and Sunday School. None of the children were allowed to play with the neighborhood children as the mother felt that they were bad and rough. A social worker reported that Deborah did a great deal of housework and the stories which her mother told to illustrate her absent-mindedness corroborated this. The woman was in the third grade at thirteen when she ran away from home because her parents were strict with her. She got work in a factory. Although her husband was drunk when she first met him, he was kind to her and gave her good advice and she was lonely, so at seventeen years she was married. She had him bring the beer home and drank with him until seven years ago. Just before her first child was born, her husband was drinking harder than ever and not working, so that she was hungry and followed him around to the saloons. Her mother, to whom she had become reconciled, died and she felt the loss. This eldest child was recently examined at the Polyclinic Hospital and her Binet age was given as 1 year. The principal of the school says that she can learn nothing.
There The diagnosis was not higher than middle grade imbecile, Barr classification, and she will eventually need institutional care.
In studying the cause of Deborah's mental condition, one's first impulse is to attribute it to the alcoholic condition of both the father and mother, especially as the sister is also feebleminded and born during the period when the mother was drinking. After work of a kind to occupy his mind and he will gain more than he would do in the ordinary class room. As the mother objects to placing him in the particular backward class in her district, it may be necessary for them to move to a part of the city where a satisfactory school can be found. Harrison Fellow in Psychology.
